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Abstract

This paper clarifies the significance of continual construction of a core curriculum from
the perspective of teachers’ curriculum-experiences in the early post-war period. The
methodology involves conducting interviews and analyzing the data using TEM (Tra-
jectory Equifinality Modeling). Curriculum-experience refers to the series of processes
that teachers undergo, beginning with the structuring plan of the curriculum, imple-
menting it, and ultimately concluding it. The core curriculum, in its definition in those
days, is a comprehensive overall structural theory that aims to relate different subjects
rather than leaving them separate. The significance of continuing to construct this
curriculum for teachers represented an increasing ‘difficulty’ due to its overly idealis-
tic structure, but through the collaborative experiences with fellow teachers, it also
provided a sense of ‘fulfillment’. These emotions were influenced by whether teach-
ers were able to have experiences of ‘boundary crossing’ that transcended the various
barriers within the curriculum and human relationships. Conversely, if the core cur-
riculum could not be continually constructed, barriers would arise once again between
subjects, and research presentations and publications would end up being mere for-
malities. The integrity of the core curriculum can be said to exist only when the
‘difficulty’ is overcome through ‘boundary crossing’, resulting in a substantial sense of
‘fulfillment’. Furthermore, it was later noted that the ‘boundary crossing’ experiences
within teachers’ core curriculum-experiences were inherited and utilized in other forms
of curricula and experiences in other schools and professions.

Keywords: core curriculum, curriculum-experiences, significance, TEM, boundary
crossing
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