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Abstract

This paper explores the culture of artists who participate in “cosplay,” in which
people—primarily adults—create costumes and dress as characters from manga,
anime, video games, and other media. It proposes an analysis of the development
of hobbies and games in adulthood using Simondon’s individuation theory. The re-
search methods included an analysis of the life history and Auto-TEM of the first
author, a cosplayer, to investigate changes in the purpose and practice of cosplay. The
results suggest that cosplayers remain in a state of pre-individuation, and that the mo-
tives and purposes of cosplay continually fluctuate and change within the dimensions

Wl

of “evaluation by others,” “performance and use of tools,” and “personal satisfaction.”
In other words, the individuation of the cosplayer is based on the continually evolving
goals of cosplay. When the goal disappears, the individuation process ends, as does
cosplay activity. The attraction of cosplay lies in the process of continual individuation

in pursuit of ever-changing goals.
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Fukuyama & Sato: Cosplay Across 13 Years
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