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Abstract

This study used the Trajectory Equifinality Approach (TEA) to analyze the career
development of a Japanese-language teacher who parallelly works as a volunteer assis-
tant for local Japanese-language support service and a Japanese-language teacher in
a university. The analysis focused on two themes: “the change in Japanese language
teachers’ attitude toward Japanese language education and their own careers” and
“the value that Japanese language teachers see in local Japanese language volunteer
activities.” By modeling the career development of the two separate roles of Japanese
language teacher (professional) and supporter (volunteer), which until now could only
be captured in the comprehensive concept of “life career,” the two roles that have
in common the act of “teaching Japanese” were fused together, and the “value that
Japanese language teachers see in local Japanese language volunteers” was discussed.
This modeling visualized the process of development of the two roles into a new mode
of “wanting to help people through Japanese language education.” Furthermore, the
survey’s Japanese language teacher participants the following three values of being
Japanese language volunteers. “The value of building better relationships as a mem-
ber residing in the same community as people who need Japanese language skills,” “the
value of having a sense of belonging as not just a Japanese language teacher but also
as a member residing in the same community,” and “the value of finding fulfillment in
serving not only people who require Japanese language support but also individuals

in various positions, such as those providing assistance and local Japanese residents.”

Keywords: career development of a Japanese-language teacher, local Japanese

language volunteer program, career development, mode theory
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